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Dear Sisters in Christ,
Welcome to the Asian American and Pacific Islander United Methodist Clergywomen Association’s (AAPIC) first Biennial Meeting! AAPIC is more than two years old! She was born January 5, 2008 during the GBHEM sponsored event-Racial Ethnic Clergywomen’s Consultation in Los Angeles, CA! Like a child who has learned to walk for a short while, now AAPIC walks with excitement and enthusiasm looking ahead with full of hope and energy.

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, yes, the Holy Spirit has been our inspiration in making this Biennial Meeting a reality. Five Asian clergywomen across the US met several times for the past two years taking advantage of the wonder of tele-conferencing. Strong ideas and emotions form part of our meetings but our love for Christ and our need for sisterhood led us to agree and work hard to make AAPIC a community where sisters can find strength to minister to one another, to the church and to our world. 
Sisterhood: Mary and Elizabeth is the theme for our gathering which supports one of the foci of Racial Ethnic Clergywomen’s Alliance, ‘Mary Elizabeth Mentoring Program.’ The AAPIC Executive Board has been my Elizabeth during the challenging moments. Thank you Rev. Yamada, Rev. Ingrid, Rev. Lee Moon, & Rev. Tuifua for your prayers and for believing in what we can accomplish working together through AAPIC. We are here because somewhere and somehow along our journey of faith, God has provided Sisters who have walked with us.
In behalf of the Executive Board, I would like to extend my deepest thanks to Rev. HiRho Park and the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry’s for all their support for the past two years. Thank you, Wesley UMC, for allowing us to use your beautiful space for our gathering. The National Federation of Asian American United Methodist has been gracious in welcoming us to have our Biennial Meeting before their national gathering.  Nory, our registrar, has been very helpful in making our booklet and keeping us organized.
The richness of this gathering depends not on a single person but in the collaborative engagement of the workshop leaders, plenary speakers, Bible Study leader, Elders, certified candidates, local pastors, seminarians, lay leaders and guests coming from all over the US. May our Biennial Meeting highlight the beauty and richness in our diversity and the strength that we gain in being a Sister to one another in the name of Jesus Christ.
Grace and Peace,
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Rev. Nizzi Santos Digan
Chairperson, AAPIC
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